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2014 City of El Paso “ESD Works for Me” 
Video PSA Contest 

 

The City of El Paso Environmental Services Department (ESD) is proud to announce its 2014 
Video PSA Contest for high school students. 
 

Students are asked to create a 30-second video public service announcement (PSA). 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd place winners will receive trophies and have their videos televised on City 15, 
the City’s broadcast cable channel, and streamed at www.recycleelpaso.org. 

 
The theme of this year’s contest is “ESD Works for Me.” 
Videos should focus on the array of services provided by 
the Environmental Services Department, such as curbside 
recycling collection, citizen collection stations, and animal 
adoptions. A complete list of ESD services can be found at 
www.elpasotexas.gov/environmental-services. Entries 

should also make heavy use of the provided ESD logo. 
 

Judges scoring will be based on content and broadcast quality (see broadcast quality 
criteria). Entries must be received by 5pm, Friday, February 21. 
 

There is no fee to enter. Winners will be presented with their awards at a regular meeting 
of the El Paso City Council in spring 2014 (date to be announced). 
 

Requirements: 

 PSA must be 30 seconds long and must be on the theme. PSA 
may be produced and submitted by an individual student or a 
group of up to two (2) students per entry. There is no limit to the 
number of entries an individual student or student group may 
enter. 
 

 Each 30 second PSA must contain a five (5) second title slate 
in the beginning stating the title of the PSA, student(s) name(s), 
school name, and student(s) grade(s). The slate must match the 
information given on the entry form. Please use plain white text 
on a black background with no animation or music.  
 

(more…) 
 
 

http://www.recycleelpaso.org/
http://www.elpasotexas.gov/environmental-services
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 The five second slate DOES count towards the 30 second PSA. Total time including slate 
and PSA should be 30 seconds. 
 

 A release form is required for all students under the age of 18 appearing on camera. A 
standard release form is required for all adults, 18 years and older, appearing on camera. 
 

 All video and music contained in the PSA must be original and copyright/royalty free. 
Otherwise, written permission from copyright holder granting use of the video footage or 
music is required and must be submitted with each entry as needed. (Example: a song by the 
Black Eyed Peas is not permitted unless you get written permission from their legal offices). 
 

 PSA must not advertise, promote or in any way showcase any commercial product or 
property (product placement). City 15 is a government access TV channel and including video 
and/or audio of any commercial product or property would be a violation of City 15’s rules of 
operation. Any PSA containing such video or audio references will be disqualified. 
 

 Entries containing any verbal or written statistics, facts and/or copyright/royalty free media 
must submit references typed on a separate paper and turned in with entry form. 
 

 PSA must be produced solely by the students with only the guidance of a teacher or 
supervisor. 
 

 Final PSA must be turned in on one of the following formats: DVD movie or uncompressed 
QuickTime (.mov) or AVI (.avi) file on DVD or CD. Please submit video in full high quality 
resolution and NOT compressed for the web or mobile device. Videos will not be returned so 
don’t send master copy. 
 

 For multiple, group, or class entries clip or staple all forms together. Please combine all 
entries onto one disc and provide a typed rundown of the spots as they appear on the disc. 
 

 Submit PSA(s) to: 
Environmental Services Department 
Attn: Daniel Marin 
7968 San Paulo Drive 
El Paso, Texas 79907 

 

 Entries are due by 5 p.m. on Friday, February 21. 

### 
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2014 City of El Paso “ESD Works for Me”  
Video PSA Contest  

Broadcast Quality Criteria 
 

Broadcast Quality Criteria and Production Tips  
 Go to digitaljuice.com for examples of video clips that are mentioned in 

parentheses below for tutorials and production tips. 
 

Video (Exposure / Color Temperature / Focus) 
 Video must be properly white balanced to outdoor or indoor color 

temperature. 

 Video must have correct exposure (not too bright, not too dark) and have 
main subjects/objects in focus (unless done for a special effect).  
(See the Temperature of Color & Into the Blur) 

 

Lighting 
 Subjects/objects need to be lit properly. No under or over exposure from 

artificial or natural light. (See lighting your Subjects & Light my Background) 
 

Audio 
 Audio should be clear and at the proper levels (not too loud, not too low). 

Make sure you have no overpowering background noises (popping “p’s”, 
wind, echoes, lights, mic interference, phones, talking, automobiles, etc). A-
roll (interviews, natural sound and/or voice-overs) should be done on a 
separate mic (handheld or lavalier) from the on-camera mic (don’t show 
handheld mics in the frame). The on-camera mic should be used to record 
natural sounds. (See Preventing Plosives, Pickup the Right Mic, Sound 
Advice, VO Tips and Tricks & Ear Candy) 

 

Camera Movement 

 Pans, tilts, zooms and off-the-shoulder shots can be dangerous, should only 
be used by experienced photographers. It will expose an amateur 
photographer. Use carefully or not at all. Unless it helps the shot to shoot 
off the shoulder, always use a tripod. (See Hold it Right There!) 
 

(more…) 
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Shot Composition 

 Subjects and objects should be placed properly in frame, “rule of thirds.” 
Subjects should have proper headroom, nose room, leading space and avoid 
bad backgrounds. (See I’ve Been Framed & Creative Camerawork ) 

 

Interviews/ Hosts 
 The person being interviewed needs to answer questions, looking directly at 

the interviewer/host and not the audience (camera). So they need to be 
placed properly in frame (rule of thirds & shot composition). The same 
applies when the host is talking to the guest. When the host is addressing 
the audience (viewers at home) then they look at the camera. (See 
Awesome Interviews & I’ve Been Framed) 

 

Music 
 Music shouldn’t overpower a-roll (interviews, natural sound and/or voice-

overs) and should be appropriate for the production. You shouldn’t have 
competing voices (narrator and the singer). Music selected must be 
copyright/royalty-free; otherwise you need written permission from the 
copyright holder to use the music for the productions. (See Make Your Bed 
& Ear Candy) 

 

Transitions 
 No “jump cuts” or empty frames in the final production. Transitions should 

be smooth and clean (unnoticeable). Use plain edit cuts or dissolves only. 
Plan ahead for in-camera transitions and NOT fancy effect transitions in 
your editing system. (See Shooting to Edit) 

 

Text 
 Text should be clear, bold and easy to read. Text should have good contrast 

from background. Stay away from bright green, pink and red. Shadows 
should always be black or gray. Fonts should be consistent in style, size and 
color throughout the production. Keep text short and sweet. Text must be 
placed within the Safe Title area and be placed properly in the frame (rule of 
thirds). Duration of the text should be just long enough for an average 
reader to read aloud. (See Faulty Fonts, Good Text-ations & I’ve Been 
Framed) 

 
 

(more…) 
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Video Formats 

 Video must be shot on a high quality professional/prosumer NTSC camera 
or camcorder. Must be shot in 4:3 or 16:9 aspect ratio. Examples of formats 
to shoot in: DV, MiniDV, DVCam, Beta SP, DVC-Pro, DVD, HD, HDD, HDV or 
memory cards (that can shoot in correct aspect ratios) Examples of formats 
NOT to shoot in: VHS, S-VHS, Hi-8, Digital-8, digital still-camera (video 
mode), cell phone (video mode) and memory cards (that can’t shoot correct 
aspect ratios) 

 

Timing 
 Always time your production the exact second & frame as required or asked 

for. (See additional DJTV Clips at digitaljuice.com for more clips on video 
production.) 
 

### 
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2014 City of El Paso “ESD Works for Me”  
Video PSA Contest 

Parental Consent Media Release Form 
 
I hereby give the City of El Paso irrevocable right and permission to use and publish 
any and all videotape, audio, film, digital medium or otherwise taken of my 
son/daughter/ward by the City staff members or others working on its behalf.  
 
I recognize these same videotape, audio, film, digital medium and their copyright as 
the property of the City of El Paso solely and completely and that they may be used 
in city publications and promotional materials, including applications, advertising in 
newspapers, television, and other media, slide shows, displays and exhibits and 
other generally recognized communication methods for the purpose of representing 
City activities and services to the community at large. I hereby release the City from 
any and all claims, including libel and invasion of privacy, resulting from the usage of 
these videos, audio, film, digital medium or otherwise. I understand that no 
modeling fee or other compensation will be paid to me or my son/daughter/ward 
for such use of my son/daughter/ward’s videotape, audio, film digital medium or 
otherwise license.  
 
I have read and I agree to the terms written above. 
 
 
 
Name of parent or guardian (Printed)             Signature of parent or guardian 
 
 
Name of student (Printed)                                 Date 
 

 
PSA Title (Printed) 
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Consent and Release from Liability  
 

 I, _________________________________________________, hereby consent to being  
   (Print Name) 
photographed by agents, employees and contractors of the City of El Paso and consent to being 
photographed by contestants for the production of a Recycle Right Video PSA that will be 
cablecast on City 15 and for all purposes related thereto.  I further authorize City 15, the City of 
El Paso, its agents, employees and contractors to copyright, use, re-use, publish and re-publish 
any still or video photographs of me, as well as any electronic recordings and other illustrations, 
in whole or in part submitted as part of the Recycle Right Video PSA contest.  I also consent to 
the use of my photograph with any printed matter connected therewith. 
 

 I hereby waive any right that I may have to inspect and approve the finished product(s) and 
printed matter that may be used in connection therewith. 
 

 I hereby agree to release and hold harmless City 15, the City of El Paso, its officers, agents, 
and employees from all liabilities, losses, suits, claims, judgments or demands arising out of the 
use of pictures or other personal information for the purpose set out in this Consent and 
Release form. 
 

 By signing this Consent and Release, I also acknowledge that I have been advised that my 
participation in the preparation of any materials by the Cable 15 for the purpose set out herein 
for which my photograph or voice recording might be used is purely voluntary on my part. 
 

 I further understand that I will not be compensated in any way for the use of my picture or 
voice recording and waive any right I might have to compensation. 

 
Signature__________________________________________ Date__________________ 
 
Relationship (if applicable) __________________________________________________ 
 
Witness__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
If under 18, Parent signature required: 
 
___________________________________________ Date______________ 
  Parent Signature              


